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Dear SCST colleagues: 

 

I hope all of you are off to a great start for 2014.  I 

guess if I were to title this newsletter, it would be ―The 

good, the bad, and the ugly‖.  The Society for College 

Science Teachers is going through some trying times 

that I will try to address some of them in this winter 

newsletter. 

 

The ‗Good‘ is the upcoming SCST national conference 

held in conjunction with the National Science Teachers 

National  (NSTA) Conference this April in Boston, 

MA. The two days of  SCST sessions spanned the 

breadth of science disciplines.   In addition, we will 

have our poster session and social.  President-elect 

Murray Jensen has done a great job putting this confer-

ence together. This year‘s poster session and social will 

have a new sponsor, Academix. Academix is a publish-

ing company located in New England and were very 

willing to help us out with their sponsorship. 

 

 The ‗Bad‘ is that our mem-

bership continues to decline, 

this have been ongoing over 

the past several years.  And 

this is why that leads into 

‗The Ugly‘.  A bulk of our 

problems with the member-

ship decline is with the con-

tinuous problems with the 

NSTA website and renew-

ing the joint SCST/NSTA 

membership. It has pretty 

much been non-existent 

over the past several years.  

When a person goes to the 

NSTA website and clicks on the joint NSTA/SCST mem-

bership link, it either doesn‘t lead to anywhere OR takes 

one to the NSTA only membership form.  As a result, we 

are not even sure how many members were lost through 

NSTA‘s website issues.  Membership chairperson, Paul 

Dolan has been working extremely hard to get NSTA to 

make the corrections.  At this point, it would probably be 

best if our membership renewed their membership di-

rectly through SCST and not NSTA.  

 

Given these set backs, our board is up to the challenge 

and has new ideas for overcoming these issues. The 

SCST board will also be discussing our feelings about the 

Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS).  And of 

course, if any of you have ideas I would love hearing 

them.  Our SCST board will have a lot to talk about    

during our spring 2014 board meeting in Boston, MA. 
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President 

Nancy Elwess 

Plattsburgh State University 

101 Broad St 

Plattsburgh, NY 12901 

elwessnl@plattsburgh.edu 

 

President Elect 

Murray Jensen 

University of Minnesota 

msjensen@umn.edu 

 

Past President 

Brian Shmaefsky 

Lone Star College - Kingwood HSB 

202V, 20,000 Kingwood Dr. 

Kingwood, TX 77339-38 

Brian.R.Shmaefsky@lonestar.edu 

 

Secretary-Treasurer 

Linda Tichenor 

University of Arkansas-Fort Smith 

Fort Smith, AR 72913 

Linda Tichenor 

lticheno@uafortsmith.edu 

 

Councilors-at-Large 

Dee U Silvertorn 

Biology 

University of Texas at Austin 

One University Station C0930 

Austin TX 78712 

silverthorn@mail.utexas.edu 

 

Sandra Latourelle 

Plattsburgh State University 

101 Broad St 

Plattsburgh, NY 12901 

latours@plattsburgh.edu 

 

Heide Hlawaty 

General Educatin and Liberal Arts 

Metropolitan College of New York 

hhlawaty@mcny.edu 

 

Elizabeth R Morgan 

Lonestar College-Kingwood 

elizabeth.r.morgan@lonestar.edu 

 

Membership Chair 

Paul Dolan 

Physics 

Northeastern Illinois University 

5500 N. St. Louis Ave. 

Chicago, IL 60625 

P-Dolan@neiu.edu 

liquidhelium@gmail.com 

 

 

Newsletter Editor 

Nancy Elwess 

Plattsburgh State University 

101 Broad St 

Plattsburgh, NY 12901 

elwessnl@plattsburgh.edu 

 

Webmaster 

Nicholas O. Roster 

Northwestern Michigan College 

Biology Department 

Traverse City, MI 49686 

nroster@nmc.edu 

 

 

SCST National  

Convention  
 

April 3rd - April 5th  

 

Boston Renaissance  

Waterfront Hotel 

 

Boston, MA 

SCST Conference Schedule 

 

 Presentations– April 3rd and 4th  

  

 2013 OUSTA recipient’s  

  Presentation, Friday, April 4th 

 

 Poster Presentations and Social 

 Friday evening, April 4th 

 

 2014 OUSTA Luncheon    

 Saturday, April 5th 
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Society for College Science Teachers 

Membership Application 

  for persons who are currently members of NSTA                                                                               

(Regular, Student or Life Members) 

Complete this application and send it with a check for $20 (students $5) to the Membership Chair at the ad-

dress below.  You will begin receiving Society newsletters and abstracts immediately.  Upon your next renewal 

of NSTA dues, you will be billed for a joint NSTA/SCST membership.  This amount is currently $90 per year 

for regular members and $40 for students.  If you are not currently receiving the Journal of College Science 

Teaching with your NSTA membership, an additional journal charge will also apply.  

 

 NSTA membership #_____________________________________ 

 

 Name_________________________________________________ 

 

 Title__________________________________________________ 

 

 Mailing Address________________________________________ 

 

               ________________________________________ 

 

 Circle home or office address 

 

 Discipline______________________________________________ 

 

 Institution ______________________________________________ 

 

 Phone number __________________________________________ 

 

 E-mail_________________________________________________ 

 

 Mail completed application and check payable to 

the Society for College Science Teachers 

to: 

  

Dr. Paul Dolan 

Physics Dept., NEIU 

5500 N. St. Louis Ave. 

Chicago, IL 60625-4699 

liquidhelium@gmail.com 

       www.scst.org 



Page 4 

Winter 2014 

Process Oriented Guided Inquiry Learning (POGIL) for Entry Level Anatomy and  

Physiology Courses 
  

 

 

By Murray Jensen                                                                            
  

College-level anatomy and physiology (A & P) educators typically have advanced degrees in 

discipline-specific subject areas such as pathology or immunology, but rarely have had any edu-

cation courses in their background.  Despite this lack of formal education, many A & P instruc-

tors are interested in trying to improve their teaching, or at least trying something new with their 

students.   With help from the National Science Foundation  (DUE-1044221), a group of nine A 

& P instructors developed a set of curriculum materials utilizing the Process Oriented Guided 

Inquiry Learning  (POGIL) approach to teaching and learning.  POGIL uses constructivist-

learning theory in conjunction with cooperative group learning to generate a model for develop-

ing curriculum.  Additionally, the POGIL organization offers regular workshops to help instruc-

tors, from all disciplines, with strategies to help facilitation, e.g., learning how to manage coop-

erative learning groups.   The A & P POGIL project was a joint endeavor with both the POGIL 

organization and the Human Anatomy and Physiology Society (HAPS).  The final result was 15 

activities for the introductory anatomy and physiology classroom and a series of research articles 

that will document how the activities have influenced teacher instructional practices. 

 

Some links for those who wish more information: 

 

A & P POGIL Project 

http://msjensen.cehd.umn.edu/POGIL/news.asp 

  

Background on the POGIL Organization: 

https://pogil.org/ 

  

POGIL Workshops: 

https://pogil.org/events 
 

http://msjensen.cehd.umn.edu/POGIL/news.asp
https://pogil.org/
https://pogil.org/events
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Washington Science Teachers  

Association 

Fall 2014 Annual Meeting 
October 17 to 19, 2014 

Downtown Spokane Conference Center 

The Next Generation:  Science and STEM for All 
 Themes and strands: 

          Science and STEM for Everyone      CTE, NGSS and STEM;  

          Updates and training on NGSS      Equity in STEM education 

          Training pre-service and new teachers on STEM and NGSS  Equity in STEM education 

          Career recruiting and preparation for all in STEM careers   Connecting K-12 and College/University 

      Biology EOC and Collection of Evidence 

 

Keynote Speakers:  Professor Ochee Lee,  NY University: Science, Language and Culture 

Patrick D’Amelio,  Washington STEM: preparing students for all STEM careers. 

Other great Keynote Speakers, updates from OSPI on NGSS implementation, and we will be stressing STEM FOR 

ALL—all students with all career interests. Field trips to local Universities, parks, museums, hospitals, tech centers, 

agricultural science centers, environmental science research and many more! We‘ll have dinner and play at the  

Mobius Science Center!   

 

See www.wsta.ne for continued updates, call for proposals open March 1 to May 30;  

Registration opens in May 2014. 

 

Conference Chair:  John P McNamara  mcnamara@wsu.edu  509 592 0099 

 

Vendor Chair:  Nancy Ridenour  ridenour2@charter.net 

 

Hotel Rooms Blocked at The DoubleTree Hotel at the Conference Center 
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Next Generation Science Standards 
 

Over the past several years,  teams from twenty six states worked together with a 41 member 

writing team to develop the Next Generation Science Standards.  These new K-12 science 

education standards have been developed across all the science disciplines and are based on 

the Framework for K-12 Science Education.  Why should this matter to us as college faculty?  

Research has shown that the United States is not educating our students enough so they can 

succeed with the advances and innovations in science, engineering, and technology on a 

global scale.  These research findings also support that our current science education system 

places a high value on science as a knowledge base and not as a way of thinking.  Not 

enough students are experiencing success in postsecondary institutions in the STEM fields 

and therefore are not qualified for gainful employment.  According to the NGSS website, the 

standards were designed to ensure students would have the skills and knowledge to be suc-

cessful in the entry level science courses in 2 and 4 year colleges.  The National Science 

Teachers Association (NSTA) has quickly jumped on the bandwagon to endorse the NGSS.  

They even have a site on their website dedicated to it, it is called NGSS@NSTA HUB. As a 

result, NSTA is looking to all its affiliates to provide a letter of support to NSTA backing the 

NGSS.  At our board meeting this April in Boston, a NSTA representation will be present 

asking us just that.  SCST really needs to take a careful look at these standards in all of the 

disciplines before we just quickly hand stamp our approval on the NGSS.   

Upcoming Conferences 

National Conference– Boston, MA: April 3-5, 2014 

Regional Conferences: 

Richmond, VA: Oct 16-18, 2014 

Orlando, FL: November 6-8 

Long Beach, CA: December 4-6, 2014 

 

2015 National Conference– Chicago, IL March 12-15, 2015 
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The Society for College Science Teachers  

Membership News 
Paul Dolan ~ Membership Chair 

Happy 2014 !! 

 

The drive for State Membership Chairs is going quite well – half of the states are represented – so 

THANK YOU to everyone who has volunteered – and don‘t be surprised if you State Member-

ship Chair contacts you. 

 

This also means that half the states are NOT covered, so if you can squeeze out a few minutes of 

your week to be the ‗go to‘ person for your state, please let me know. 

 

You may have noticed that NSTA has made some changes in its registration system – and it is 

now difficult to find the link (or the paper form) to renew your ‗joint‘ membership – we‘re work-

ing on that problem; just make sure that you do renew with SCST in some manner (and in fact we 

welcome paper checks – or money in any reasonable & negotiable form).   Feel free to contact 

myself or your state chair if you are not sure if your SCST membership has been properly re-

newed. 

 

Paul Dolan, NEIU, Chicago, liquidhelium@gmail.com 

 

And now for the pop-quiz -- the following states DO have a state chair – do you know all the ab-

breviations?  AR, AL, AZ, FL, HI, IL, IN, LA, MA, ME, MI, MS, MN, NY, OH, OR, PA, RI, SD, 

TN, TX, VA. WA. WV, WY. 

 

And breaking news –  just added UT. 

 

Just a reminder of the benefits of being a member of SCST for only $20 a year: 1) Quarterly 

newsletter; 2) SCST monographs; 3) SCST mini-grants; 4) The Outstanding Undergraduate Sci-

ence Teacher Award (OUSTA); 5) Strands at the National and Regional NSTA meetings that fo-

cus solely on the issues of college-level science teaching; and finally, 6) Colleagues from across 

the nation who are passionate about improving college science teaching for all students. 

 

~Paul 
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Society for College 

Science Teachers 

Call for Presentations 

2015 Meeting Chicago, IL 

 

The 2015 SCST National Meeting will be held March 12th-14th in 

Chicago, IL.  We are now calling for abstracts for presentations 

for this meeting.   

 

The abstract form is on our website.  http://www.scst.org/ 

 

If you have any questions, please contact: 

 

Murray Jensen, University of Minnesota at: msjensen@umn.edu 

 

Forms need to be received by 15 April 2014 for guaranteed  

consideration  

The Society for College Science 


